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Eliminating Australian roaches 

This roach is not native to northern climates and is typically 
brought in on plant material shipped from warmer climates. Where 
we have seen this roach become a bigger problem is in 
greenhouses.  In its native environment this roach lives outside in 
the warmth and feeds on plant material.  Greenhouses reproduce 
this environment perfectly. Roaches often cause panic among staff 
and students, but it’s important to remember that one roach 
sighting does not necessarily indicate a complete infestation. Our 
experience, with this roach tells us that one may be all that is 
found, unless it is in a greenhouse. To help prevent and address 
roach problems, we suggest focusing on the following: 
 
What does this roach look like? 
This roach is a large roach and has a white edge on its head and 
on the front edge of the wings.  Young ones have striping on them.  
See the picture below (notice the pheromone trap at work): 
 

 
Packaging and storage 
All unnecessary cardboard needs to be discarded as soon as 
possible. The corrugation in the cardboard is an excellent 
harborage site for roaches. Food items need to be stored in sealed 
plastic, glass or metal containers. Plastic saran wrap does not seal 
food from roaches. Soil media needs to be stored in sealed plastic 
bags inside totes. Place large heavy mil plastic bag in tote and 
then put soil media in and seal bag with a twist tie.  Old media 
should be discarded in sealed garbage bags. 
 
Sanitation in greenhouses 
It is very important that areas under the benches be kept free of debris and clutter.  A good rule of thumb 
is: if it isn’t important enough to be on a bench then do you really need it?  Non-plant items need to be 

Three ways to address a 

roach problem 
 
Eco Wash 
In historical problem areas, mop 
daily with Eco Wash at 3 ounces per 
gallon and/or borax. You may add a 
cup of borax to your Eco Wash mop 
water if you would like. These two 
products help eliminate the 
pheromone odor built up in areas of 
roach activity. You may want to 
spray cracks in these areas with Eco 
Wash at 4 ounces per quart to 
eliminate pheromone associated 
with roach harborage sites. 
 
Pheromone traps 
Place pheromone traps in the 
affected area to monitor for roach 
activity. These traps are available 
from EnviroSafe. One roach in the 
trap does not mean you have a 
problem. We use a threshold level of 
one roach per trap per day as our 
guide for action. If this level is 
exceeded, please contact us.  
 
Vacuum and treat 
If pheromone traps indicate 
continued activity in the room or 
there are reported roach sightings, 
let us know so we can schedule a 
treatment. In the meantime, inspect 
the room at night with a yellow lens 
flashlight and a vacuum. Vacuum up 
any visible roaches, and place the 
vacuum bag in sealed plastic bag 
and discard, or use wet/dry vacuum 
with soap water in it. This alone may 
solve the problem if your roach 
numbers are low. 
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stored on metal wire shelving that is high enough to allow for cleaning underneath the shelf.  All floor 
areas of the greenhouse need to be accessible so that they can be swept on a daily basis.  Spilled soil 
media and dead plant material needs to be cleaned up and removed from the greenhouse on a daily 
basis.  It is very important that spilled media not be swept into drains as this will produce an ideal 
environment for this roach. Floor drain covers should be removed on a monthly basis to make sure that 
there is not an accumulation of organic matter at the mouth of the drain.  All shelves, ledges and counters 
should be cleaned on a regular basis. 
 
Eating areas 
Eating must be confined to designated areas so custodial staff can clean these areas properly. Non-
custodial staff can assist by ensuring spilled food is picked up immediately and the custodian is advised 
of the spill area so it can be thoroughly cleaned.  Eating should not be allowed in the greenhouse. 
 
Clutter 
It is important that potential harborage sites be eliminated by discarding unused items, eliminating clutter, 
making sure drains work properly, caulking or sealing cracks and rotating stock. Greenhouses should not 
be used as storage areas; only items that relate directly to the function of the greenhouse should be 
stored in them. 
 
High-moisture areas 
We understand that by their very nature greenhouses are high moisture areas but it is still important to 
correct areas of moisture that are not directly related to the greenhouse operation.  All plumbing leaks, 
condensation problems, roof/window leaks and drain problems should be promptly repaired. Roaches 
have a high moisture need. By eliminating it, you will help prevent infestations. 
 
Plant movement 
If you are experiencing a problem with Australian roaches please do not move plants from the 
greenhouse to other areas of the building, as this will spread them.  These roaches are very effective at 
hiding in soil media and creases in plant material.  If the problem area is a classroom, please discard any 
plant material that was recently brought in. 
 
Plant rotation 
Since greenhouses in schools are designed to serve as educational tools, we think that it is important to 
have a planned rotation for plant material. Greenhouses should not be used as staff private arboretum or 
the place where staff start their gardens early. All plants in the greenhouse should relate directly to the 
educational purpose of the greenhouse.  We do understand that some greenhouses are used to teach 
about different plants and their ecology so rotation would be more difficult here, but any opportunity to 
rotate plants is better for the greenhouse and the management of this roach. 
 
Pheromone traps 
As you can see from the picture above these traps are very effective at catching roaches.  If this problem 
is caught early these traps alone could resolve the issue.  If you are seeing this roach please let us know 
and we will supply you with these traps.  If the problem is new and there is a plant in the room you want to 
be sure to place a trap near this plant.  If the plant is new the best solution would be to discard the plant 
and place a pheromone trap in the area. 
   
 
	  


